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if there was no more evidence. I asked what I was to do
with the employees who had been in complicity with Smith
and passed his articles. We then had a little conversation
as regards the master machinist, Merriam, and one or two
others. The President said if they had been remiss, Smith's
pardon ought not to cover them.

I stated the case of------of Philadelphia, a young con-
tractor who had been detected like Smith, and under the
stern commands of his father-in-law had made a full con-
fession, and the latter had made full restitution to the
amount of more than $14,800. That the President said
was a large amount, greatly exceeding Smith's. I told him
Smith had not been taken in hand by his father-in-law,
had made no confession, no restitution. Now the question

was whether I should prosecute------, and have him fined

and imprisoned after doing all in his power to make the
government good, while Smith, an older and, I feared, a
much greater offender, who made no confession, no resti-
tution, went unpunished.

The President was annoyed. I told him there were a
number of persons under bonds, who had confessed and
made restitution of smaller amounts. Were their offenses
to be overlooked or excused?

After some little talk, he wished me to get our solicitor
to look into these cases, and call again. He has evidently
acted without due consideration, on the suggestion and
advice of Sumner, who is emotional, and under the press-
ure of Massachusetts politicians, who have been active
to screen these parties regardless of. their guilt.

When at the Cabinet to-day, the President and McCul-
loch wished to know if I would be willing to take Arnold
of Chicago for Solicitor of the Navy, and release Chandler
for a Treasury appointment. While I think Arnold a
worthy and an estimable man, I told the President and
Secretary of the Treasury I preferred that Chandler
should go forward with his duties. McCulloch was a little
pressing; the President, however, did not urge the matter,